
Mins. of July 2nd Officers’ Business Meeting & July 6, 2020 Members’ Mtg. 

The monthly meeting of the Officers of St. Maximilian Kolbe Council 11483 of 
the Knights of Columbus, called to order at 7:00 p.m., began with the Grand 
Knight reporting that the next event would be the Members’ Meeting on July 6th.  
Further than that, it was reported that he and District Deputy Denny Knaub would 
be distantly attending Florida State Meeting being held in Orlando on July 24-25 
and that they will report any pertinent news from that meeting at the next Officers’ 
Meeting to be held July 27th. 

Of considerable concern is the fact that the canopies in the courtyard of church are 
still up and the Grand Knight has approached the Pastor many times about this 
without a satisfactory response.  It has been speculated that the Pastor is concerned 
about the health of any Knights who come to assist in taking down the canopies but 
as the Summer progresses the possibility of hurricanes makes canopy removal 
urgent. 

*Footnote – The canopies have since been removed. 

Trustee John Funk is leaving us to move back to Ohio but he is not going to 
relinquish his membership with the St. Max Council and will continue to stay in 
touch. 

Financial Secretary’s Report:  2020-2021 dues are to be paid 

by July 15th and can be paid through email or snail mail.  Through July 2nd, $1508 
has been collected from 40 dues paying members.  In June there was zero income 
and expenses totaling $1176.66 (St. Max Support $588.06/Supplies $588.60; the 
supplies incl., among other things, baldrics and Officers’ badges and pins).  July 
expenses include $23.88 for Google storage and $2015.80 for the State.  2019-
2020 saw a net income of $6723.  For a more detailed account of the last fraternal 
year’s income and expenses, see the sheet that was emailed to all the brothers.  The 
185 and 365 reports had both been submitted.  Other misc. expenses included $300 
for statue repair and $250 for sign maintenance and repair (Joe Manna power 
washed and repaired the wood.  As of this meeting, the Order has 234 Members. 

Treasurer’s Report:  June 1st – June 30th, the closing balance was 

$24,113.42.  The obligatory expenses came to $385.94, bringing the Council’s 
working balance to $23,727.48. 



John Funk, also a member of the Parish Financial Advisory Committee (hereinafter 
referred to as simply “the Committee”), gave a detailed report on the financial 
shape of the parish and indicated that, not unlike any parish in the diocese and in 
fact the diocese itself, it’s a matter of concern due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  
Brother Funk did say for people not to become discouraged because the Committee 
is made of very capable people who will work closely with Fr. Teo and the Bishop 
to work out solutions during these tough times. 

As mentioned earlier, John Funk is moving so the Worthy Advocate reported 
regarding the proper procedures for seeking a replacement for him as Trustee.  He 
said that first we have to publish the opening for Trustee.  This was actually 
already done in that a month ago, the day after the Monthly Business Meeting, the 
Worthy Financial Secretary emailed all the brothers with a Notice of Motion 
which had been made and seconded to propose Gregg Marrapodi for the position.  
Secondly, we’d have to open the floor for nominations which the Worthy Grand 
Knight did and suggested that the Council nominate Gregg.  He was nominated 
and hearing no further nominations, the floor was closed to any more and a final 
vote announced for the Members’ Meeting to take place next Monday.  

Grand Knight’s Report:  The Grand Knight announced that a new 

Exemplification Team Leader for when in-person exemplifications are able to 
resume was named and he’s Henry Renaud.  He also said that there is one new 
candidate to be read-in. 

A big thank you was given by the President of the St. Max Chapter of the Society 
of St. Vincent dePaul, Richard Peters and from Larry Koby who is the Coordinator 
of the Thrift Shop and Trustee of our Knights Council who organized the effort to 
re-open the Pantry under the difficult circumstance of the pandemic to the 12 men 
who have worked as volunteers doing various tasks necessary for smooth running 
of the parking lot operations culminating in non-contact delivery of food to clients’ 
vehicles. 

The Grand Knight apologized for having forgotten to invite the District Deputy to 
this meeting and indicated that he’d have to find out from him what is going to 
happen with the State Raffle. 

Deputy Grand Knight Thomas Henning and Chancellor Neil Rancour have been 
charged, by the Grand Knight, with the responsibility of putting together a 
prospective schedule of events and the Grand Knight stated that he’d like to “hit 



the ground running” here at the start of the new fraternal year, especially in light of 
the pandemic.  The Knights are first and foremost a charitable organization and 
should have revenue to continue the work of Christ as envisioned by their Founder 
Father Michael J. McGivney.  It is of utmost importance that the Council find 
different ways of doing old events or come up with new events to accomplish this 
goal.  The Grand Knight emphasized “thinking outside the box”. 

The Deputy Grand Knight did say that he is coming up with a detailed profile of 
exactly what the duties and responsibilities of the Deputy Grand Knight are as well 
as identifying yearly goals both for him as well as the Council as a whole.  What 
are the events and their respective dates?  Good planning will lead to a more 
successful Council. 

A couple of the Council’s largest fundraisers were brought up along with a 
discussion of lessons learned for betterment of these events, namely the Yard Sale 
and the Golf Tournament.  Larry Koby contributed his insights concerning the sale 
of furniture at the Yard Sale and Brother Koby did not mince words in saying that 
it was a disaster.  Furniture is big, bulky and difficult and expensive to store.  Since 
the Knights do not have the wherewithal to restore furniture to a saleable 
condition, it’s an awkward situation to explain to donors why we are not accepting 
their furniture when it is not.  Brother Koby said that a better option might be the 
Furniture Auction House.  A donor can hook into the online link and provide a 
photo of their furniture.  If furniture is accepted by the Auction House, they can 
pick it up and proceeds from its sale would be split between it and the Knights. 

As to the Golf Tournament, the Worthy Financial Secretary Bob Wright is working 
on it.  There is a chance that it could be played in the Fall, perhaps in October or 
November. 

A couple of additional events were discussed, the State Raffle and the Tootsie Roll 
Drive.  As to the former, the Season for it runs between early November and April 
15th.  Regarding the latter, the two best times of year to hold it are Thanksgiving 
weekend and Super Bowl weekend.  It’s imperative to ask the Store Managers 
early to get the good slots; early means now! 

John Funk discussed the possibility of events in the church and said that Parish 
Secretary Maria Fernandez would have to be consulted on this.  This is a difficult 
time for all with the pandemic and the Bishop has been very strict regarding the 
use of altar space in churches.  Pulpit talks have been suspended indefinitely, for 
example.  During non-pandemic times, the Worthy Grand Knight makes requests 



for facilities but with so few events we can hold in the church and even the bulletin 
is not being printed and the Knights are not stationed at the doors, until the 
pandemic has been declared under control the Knights’ exposure at church will 
practically be nil. 

Speaking of events, the Grand Knight laid out the upcoming schedule: 

August 2, 2020 – C-U-F Exemplification in the church (doubtful) 

August 3, 2020 – Members’ Meeting 

August 31, 2020 – Officers’ Business Meeting (July 27th is the next Officers’ 
Business Meeting) 

Larry Koby reported that the St. Vincent dePaul Thrift Store has opened and made 
$300/hour on the first day!  Certain health precautions are in place such as 
temperatures are taken (one customer was turned away for having a fever), all 
customers entering the store must wear a mask and use hand sanitizer. 

Holding the Blood Drive was discussed and the suggestion was made, since Fr. 
Teo was not amenable to the use of the church parking lot for it, that the St. 
Vincent dePaul parking lot could be used on Tuesday when the facility itself is 
closed. 

With nothing further to be discussed, the meeting was adjourned at 7:47 p.m. The 
next Officers’ Business Meeting will be held remotely via ZOOM on Monday, July 
27, 2020 at 7:00 p.m.  Monday, July 6, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. there will be a Members’ 
Meeting, also via ZOOM due to the continuing pandemic. 

 

 The monthly Members’ Meeting of the St. Max Knights of Columbus 
Council 11483 was called to order by the Grand Knight at 7:00 p.m. of July 
6, 2020 with 25 brothers present via ZOOM, again as a safety precaution due 
to COVID-19. 

Worthy Recorder Sanders called roll of the Officers: 

Chaplain – Absent                                        Grand Knight – Present 

Deputy Grand Knight – Present                   Chancellor – Present 

Recorder – Present                                        Financial Secretary – Present 



Treasurer – *Absent                                      Advocate – Present 

Warden – Absent                                           Inside Guard – **Absent 

Outside Guard – Present 

Trustee I – Present;  Trustee II – Present;  Trustee III – Absent 

*Present and gave report at Officers’ Meeting 

**Present at Officers’ Meeting 

The Chancellor reported that Chuck Mallard is a Candidate and called for the 
brother Knights to accept his Candidacy, which they did.  Another Catholic 
Gentleman, Nick Tedeschi, has applied as a Candidate for Knighthood. 

A little bit of the new meeting procedures, as set forth by Supreme, were 
explained.  From now on, the monthly Officers’ Meeting will be known as the 
monthly Officers’ Business Meeting and while it has always been used to discuss 
business, its role as a business meeting will increase.  Certain reports, previously 
given at the monthly Business Meeting (now known as the monthly Members’ 
Meeting) will now be given at the Officers’ Business Meeting, such as the 
Financial Secretary’s Report, Treasurer’s Report, District Deputy’s Report, the 
Trustees’ Report or any other necessary reporting on matters of business and 
finance and will, for the most part, be kept from the Member’s Meeting.  This was 
done because Members were commenting that the content of these types of reports 
is not pertinent to their personal ministry as a Knight.   

Discussion about this topic ensued.  Members were concerned that the financial 
health of the Council will be kept from them and that transparency between 
Officers and Members will suffer.  It was pointed out that certain items which 
necessarily must be brought before the Council as a whole (e.g. the Annual 
Budget) still will be and a voice vote on those items will take place.   

The Grand Knight announced that Faithful Navigator Kellmis Fernandez was 
selected to receive the Recruiter of the Year award. 

In other Council News… 

It was reiterated that the Council has earned Double Star Council recognition for 
Fraternal Year 2019-2020. 



Joe Roca has been promoted to Full Knighthood by having completed his C-U-F 
Exemplification. 

Joe Manna has been painting the Parish Center with John Funk’s help, moving 
furniture.  Trustee Funk continues to impress, especially for his advanced years!  
He will be sorely missed here at St. Max. 

12 Knights are helping to feed the poor at the St. Vincent DePaul food pantry. 

Many Knights are mailing their Sunday Offering, knowing that collections at the 
physical church building are way down due to the pandemic. 

The Worthy Financial Secretary reported that brother Knight Andrew Tormey had 
passed away. 

He also said that the goal for new members this year is 12 and that currently the 
Council has 233 Members on its roster.  50 have paid their dues and any unpaid. 
dues are to come to Bob Wright who is the Financial Secretary.  The Council is 
very financially healthy having had a net income of virtually $6700 for the 2019-
2020 Fraternal Year and close to $24,000 “in the bank”, so to speak.  Lastly he said 
that events such as Golf, the Yard Sale and the Tootsie Roll Drive are all works in 
progress.                    

Trustees’ Report:  None. 

Deputy Grand Knight’s Report:  He’s preparing a binder of 

Deputy Grand Knight duties and putting together an event planner that will include 
goals the Knights want to accomplish with each respective event and the 
obligations of the Event Coordinator and Committee of these events. 

Committee Reports: 

  --Respect Life:  James Wernicke reported that roughly 1 million 

abortions per year are performed in the United States and of those about 400,000 of 
them are of black babies.  Further to that, just under half of all abortions performed 
in this country are done by Planned Parenthood, among the lead recipients of 
money donated to Black Lives Matter.  We need to pray for an end to this sad 
contradiction in terms!  



Old Business:  Replacing John Funk as Trustee.  Everything else having 

been done in proper order, the final step in filling the vacancy for the position of 
Trustee was to re-open the floor for any potential further nominations to that of 
Gregg Marrapodi.  Hearing none, the floor was once again closed and a voice vote 
of all Members taken for approval of Gregg as Trustee.  By a unanimous decision, 
Gregg Marrapodi is now officially the new Trustee II of our Council.  

District Deputy’s Report:  The District Deputy emphasized a 

theme repeated by the State and Supreme, membership, membership, membership!  
We are living in distressed times in which virtual Officer Installations, other kinds 
of ceremonials and meetings are the name of the game instead of live events which 
are definitely superior but cannot be performed due to the global pandemic.  The 
Lord’s work does not come to an end for any circumstance and in fact the 
coronavirus is precisely why more men are needed to continue His good work on 
Earth, not fewer.  There is no shutting down mentality with the Knights and its 
venerable Founder Fr. Michael J. McGivney would have us perform our apostolic 
mission with great fervor and we should do so all the time but especially this year 
in which our Founder is going to be elevated to the level of Blessed! 

The District Deputy gave a brief account of the first miracle needed along the road 
to Sainthood for Fr. McGivney.  It should be of particular interest to us here in 
Florida because the miracle occurred in our State.  A couple’s boy to be born was 
compromised within his mother’s womb and his birth was very tenuous.  In fact, 
he might not have survived but for a few short moments after birth and that was if 
he were born alive.  The couple prayed for the intercession of Fr. McGivney that 
God would perform the miracle of having their baby born a healthy boy.  Their 
prayers were answered in the affirmative as the baby was born, kept in the neo-
natal ICU of the hospital and eventually released to his parents to go home.  He is 
now a healthy happy 5-year old boy! 

The District Deputy spoke about a couple of State business items.  The first of 
these is the fact that there are six vacancies for District Deputy positions and 
secondly that the State is redoing the Raffle. 

On the Council level, the District Deputy reminded us that there are various forms 
to prepare.  The SP-7 is to apply for Double Star Council recognition and the semi-
annual audit (Form 100) is due August 15th.  He reminded us that, this year, the 
Double Star Council goal has been reduced from a 7% annual increase in 



membership to 5%, so we need to recruit 12 new Members.  The District Deputy 
also mentioned not to forget to host two Fraternal Benefits Seminars in the 
Fraternal Year and to do four events in four categories.  He spoke of the Soccer 
Challenge as a new event for this year and reminded us to look into liability 
insurance for the Council. 

Good of the Order:  The Lecturer was absent so we did not have an 

inspirational talk for the Good of the Order but we did recite the Fr. McGivney 
Prayer and a Marian Prayer in Time of Pandemic. 

Adjournment:  There being no further business to discuss, the meeting 

was adjourned at 8:09 p.m.  The next Members’ Meeting will be held at 7:00 p.m. 
Monday, August 3, 2020 via ZOOM to stay safe from the pandemic. 

Attestation:  These Minutes have been attested, by me, Worthy Recorder 

John Sanders, as being  true and accurate to the best of my abilities on this 2nd day 
of August in the Year of Our Lord, 2020. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                           


